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I am bound by the 
Scriptures I have quoted 

and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of 

God. I cannot and I will 
not recant anything, since 
it is neither safe nor right 
to go against conscience. 

May God help me. 
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Dias and da Gama
Meanwhile Portuguese sailors continued 
to press southward. The daring voyage of 
Bartolomeu Dias (c. 1451–1500), who in 
1488 rounded the Cape of Good Hope on 
the southern tip of Africa, disproved the 
long-held belief that India was inaccessible 
from the Atlantic Ocean. Finally in 1497 
Vasco da Gama (c. 1460s–1524), having 
rounded the Cape, continued along the coast 
of East Africa and with the help of a pilot 
sailed across the Indian Ocean, reaching 
Calicut in 1498.

The Portuguese capital, Lisbon, now 
became a major trading centre with the East. 
Another outstanding seaman, Afonso de 
Albuquerque (c. 1453–1515), laid the basis of 
empire, taking Goa in India in 1510, Malacca 
in 1511, and Hormuz on the Horn of Arabia 
in 1515. These conquests evolved into a 
network of strategic Portuguese trading ports 
rather than colonies, since the Portuguese 
had neither the men nor the resources 
required to establish a colonial empire. 
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China and India were vital to European trade in the Middle Ages. However the rise 
of the Ming dynasty (1368–1644) brought to an end Mongol control of China and 
southern Asia, closing off access to much of Asia for European merchants. At around 
the same time, the growth of Muslim power in the Middle East following the collapse 
of the Crusader kingdoms made land travel to India increasingly uncertain and 
hazardous. These changes helped stimulate sustained attempts by Europeans to reach 
India by sea.

In the fifteenth century, Portuguese 
and Spanish explorers made a series of 
exploratory voyages, later emulated by 
sailors from the maritime states of Genoa 
and Venice. In 1415, the Portuguese 
captured Ceuta, Morocco, and subsequently 
embarked on the progressive discovery of 
the West African coast. Iberian ships driven 
off these coasts discovered Atlantic islands 
such as Madeira, the Azores, and the Cape 
Verde Islands, which were then explored 
and colonized.

As Governor of the Order of Christ, 
the Portuguese Prince Henry the Navigator 
(1394–1460) funnelled much of this 
organization’s wealth into scientific, 
commercial, and religious expeditions, 
with the ultimate aim of circumnavigating 
Africa. In 1434 a ship dispatched by 
Prince Henry passed the much-feared 
Cape Bojador, at that time regarded as the 
boundary of the knowable world. Having 
rounded this cape after a decade of trying, 
Henry’s caravels reached the Senegal River 
in 1436 and Cape Blanc, at the southern 
limits of the Sahara Desert, in 1441. In 
1444 one of his captains landed the first 
boatload of African slaves in Portugal, an 
ominous precedent. Progressing gradually 
further south, Portuguese sailors rounded 
Cape Verde in 1445, reaching Sierra Leone 
in 1457, the Gold Coast in 1471, and the 
Congo River in 1482. In 1490 Portuguese 
explorers worked their way up the river and 
converted to Christianity the king of the 
Kongo Empire. 
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O quam cito transit 
gloria mundi.

Oh how quickly the 
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Hutten, Sickingen made his Rhineland estate, 
the Ebernburg, into a refuge for Lutheran 
sympathizers and a centre for Lutheran 
propaganda. He gave shelter to the reformers 
Martin Bucer and Johannes Oecolampadius, 
and even offered refuge to Luther following 
the Diet of Worms.

While Charles V was away in Spain, 
Sickingen summoned a gathering of knights 
and declared war on the Archbishop of Trier, 

a prominent opponent of Luther. His assault 
failed and he retreated to his supposedly 
unassailable stronghold at Landstuhl, where 
he was defeated and killed by an alliance of 
three German princes. Following Sickingen’s 
defeat, Hutten fled to Basel, Switzerland.

The common refusal to pay church tithes 
during the revolt spread to the peasants and 
inspired them to refuse to pay the tithe – one 
of the factors that led to the Peasants’ Revolt.
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tensions of the time, it is not surprising that the Reformation soon became marked by 
violence and extremism. The German Knights’ War of 1522–23, in which members of 
the lower nobility – some of them strong supporters of Luther – rebelled against the 
authorities in south-west Germany, was quickly crushed.

As medieval society began to crumble, the 
lesser nobility of the German states found 
themselves squeezed between powerful 
forces they could neither control nor 
moderate. Many depended upon dwindling 
payments in kind from their lands, a shortage 
of income made more acute by the spiralling 
inflation that followed the discovery and 
plundering of the New World. The increased 
authority of kings, together with the power 
and wealth of some princes of the church, 
further jeopardized the status, and excited 
the envy, of the knightly class. Their self-
image had been flattered by the medieval 
code of chivalry and their role in the 
Crusades; now both their economic base and 
political power were declining rapidly.

Revolt
The knights rose in revolt under Franz 
von Sickingen (1481–1523) and Ulrich 
von Hutten (1488–1523). Both became 
adherents of the Lutheran cause, seeing in 
it an opportunity to recover the declining 
influence of the Christian nobility in 
the German nation. Sickingen, who 
had previously fought for the emperors 
Maximilian and Charles V, was sometimes 
called ‘the last knight’. With Hutten, he 
proposed the unification of German-
speaking lands and secularization of 
ecclesiastical principalities. Influenced by 

The Sickingen Heights, in the Palatinate, Germany,  
near von Sickingen’s town, Landstuhl.
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n By 1513 Switzerland consisted of thirteen cantons – six rural and seven urban – along 
with a number of allied states. During the fifteenth century the Swiss had won military 
victories against Burgundy, Milan, and finally in 1499 the Emperor, and were de facto 
independent. In politics and religion each canton had a high degree of autonomy.

Reformation came to Zurich at the same 
time as Germany, but independently. Its 
theology was similar to Luther’s, except in the 
understanding of the Eucharist. By 1528 Bern, 
Basel (led by Johann Oecolampadius), St Gall, 
and Schaffhausen had also embraced Reform; 
shortly after this Guillaume Farel (1489–1565) 
introduced Reform in Neuchâtel and Geneva.

In 1524 the four traditionally 
conservative mountain cantons formed a 
Christian Union to resist Reform; in response 
the Zwinglians of Zurich and Constance 
formed their own Christian Alliance (1527), 
joined later by others. 

After Zwingli’s untimely death at the Battle 
of Kappel (1531), the leadership in Zurich 
passed to Heinrich Bullinger (1504–75), who 
produced the Consensus Tigurinus (1549), a 
lengthy essay on the Lord’s Supper co-authored 
with John Calvin, and the Second Helvetic 
Confession (1566), which brought together 
the German-speaking and French-speaking 
Reformation parties and was adopted by non-
Lutheran churches in Switzerland, Scotland, 
France, Poland, and Hungary. Bullinger’s 
importance in the Reformation has been 
widely underestimated: in England he was to 
become more influential than Calvin.

John Calvin set about establishing Geneva as a model Reformed city, which it duly 
became as a result of his activities and the Academy that he established in 1559 to 
train reformers for Western Europe, which became the University of Geneva. Geneva 
also became the print capital of Protestant Europe, with more than thirty presses 
publishing literature in a number of languages. Calvin’s systematized Protestantism, 
set out in his Institutes, quickly became the vehicle of Reformed Protestantism. John 
Knox, the Scots Protestant leader, called Geneva ‘the most perfect school of Christ’.

By 1555 Calvinism was spreading, but 
had not gained official acceptance apart 
from in Geneva and the tiny kingdom of 
Navarre, on the French side of the Pyrenees. 
Calvinism took early root in many places 
where Waldensian churches had previously 
been active.

The most promising area for the growth 
of Calvinism was France, Calvin’s homeland. 
Many French Protestants came to Geneva 
to train before carrying Calvin’s theology 
home. In 1559 the Geneva Academy had 162 
students; by 1564 more than 1500, mostly 
foreign. The first Huguenot (Reformed) 
ministers arrived in France in 1553; by the 
time of Calvin’s death it is estimated some 
two million French people professed the 
Reformed faith. 

Calvinism also spread early to the 
Netherlands. Reform ministers first 
arrived in the 1550s and were supported 
by Protestant Huguenot preachers fleeing 
France. They made slow progress at first 
because they were fiercely opposed by the 
authorities. Calvinism was initially strongest 
in Antwerp, Ghent, and areas near Germany, 
from which it gradually spread northwards. 

Calvinism was not even recognized as an 
option by the German princes in the Peace of 
Augsburg (1555), and was generally regarded 
with suspicion by the ruling elite. It first 
entered Germany via the Netherlands in the 
1560s, developing into a popular movement 

Calvinism
 Spreads

The Reformation Wall, Geneva: (left to right) Guillaume Farel, 
Jean Calvin, Theodore Beza, John Knox.
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native population and Emperor Charles 
V attempted to protect their rights, the 
colonists ignored the rules laid down by 
the distant government. In view of the 
appalling way in which they were treated, 
it is surprising many Native Americans did 
convert to Christianity: it was claimed more 
than one million were baptized between 
1524 and 1531. However, clearly enthusiastic 
missionaries overestimated their success. 
Moreover conversion was often superficial; 
many ‘converts’ had minimal understanding 
of their new faith. Frequently the result was 
syncretism, with pre-Christian practices 
and beliefs surviving and mingling with 
Christian tradition.

Generally the Spanish treated the natives 
as inferior, and although in 1536 one bishop 
founded a college to train native priests near 
Mexico City, the Spanish laity repudiated the 
concept of native clergy. A few Spanish priests 
protested, best known of whom was Bartolomé 
de Las Casas (1484–1566), whose father had 
sailed with Columbus on his second voyage. 
De Las Casas became convinced the current 
treatment of Native Americans was evil and 

contrary to Christian teaching, and from 
1514 he spent his life campaigning for their 
rights. He worked tirelessly in Spain and the 
Spanish colonies to improve conditions for 
Native Americans, often encountering fierce 
opposition. A few other priests and laymen 
also came to the natives’ defence.

jesuit missions
As they went to America, Africa, and Asia 
in search of converts, Jesuit priests often 
travelled in Spanish and Portuguese ships 
in search of new colonies and new riches. 
They endowed their converts with their 
own enthusiastic brand of Catholicism. 
The Jesuits played a leading role in the 
conversion of Brazil and Paraguay, and, 
with the Dominicans, Franciscans, and 
Augustinians, led the Church of Rome in a 
period of rapid overseas expansion between 
1550 and 1650. Almost all of Mexico, Central 
and South America, along with a large part 
of the population of the Philippines, became 
adherents of the Roman Catholic Church by 
these means at this time.
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The Jesuits introduced a controversial method of protecting Native Americans from 
exploitation. Between 1583 and 1605 they created a system of self-sufficient native 
reservations that offered a settlement and refuge for the Guarani Indians of Paraguay 
and Brazil who had been enslaved by the Spanish colonists. Although colonists 
opposed this policy, Philip III of Spain aided the Jesuits by means of subsidies and 
legal measures. This venture later became so successful that the Spanish government 
no longer needed to subsidize it.

The Jesuits set up around thirty of these 
reservations, known as ‘Reductions’, which 
included hospitals, schools, and provision 
for entertainment and work. Sites for these 
Reductions were chosen for their healthy 
climate and proximity to water, and planned 

on a square pattern with the church at the 
centre. Residents led a rather regimented life, 
separated from the ‘corruption’ of the wider 
society, in a system that has been criticized 
for its paternalism and regimentation.

Jesuit Reductions

Statue of Francisco 
Pizarro, Trujillo, 
Caceres, Spain.
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De Reformatie in kaart

Niet alleen het ‘wanneer’, 
maar juist ook het ‘waar’ 

geeft inzicht in onze 
geschiedenis.

Een kaart doet meer dan in beeld brengen; een kaart 
onthult betekenis. Een kaart verbindt hier met daar, 

en werpt een nieuw licht op begrippen waarvan je 
niet wist dat ze verband met elkaar hebben.

Reif Larsen
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Een kaart doet meer dan in beeld brengen; een kaart 
onthult en verwoordt betekenis. Een kaart verbindt 
hier met daar en legt gescheiden begrippen bloot, 

waarvan men niet weet dat ze vroeger  
verband met elkaar hadden.

REIF LARSEN

De geschiedenis is een klok die de mensen vertelt hoe 
laat het is op politiek en cultureel terrein. Het is een 

kompas dat ze gebruiken om zichzelf te traceren in de 
menselijke geografie. De geschiedenis 

vertelt hun waar ze staan…
JOHN HENRIK CLARKE
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V O O R W O O R D 11 

Deze atlas is bedoeld als hulpmiddel bij het bestuderen van oorsprong, ach-
tergrond, opkomst en verspreiding van de protestantse Reformatie. Er wordt 
aandacht besteed aan de impact van deze beweging in Europa en de rest van 
de wereld. Ook de katholieke Reformatie en de contrareformatie worden 
uitgebreid besproken, evenals de politieke en militaire conflicten die deels 
zijn voortgekomen uit deze theologische en ecclesiastische omwentelingen. 
Een volledige tijdlijn voorziet in een handzaam chronologisch overzicht van 
gebeurtenissen.

Wij menen dat deze atlas van de godsdienstgeschiedenis van de vroeg-
moderne tijd in Europa en de rest van de wereld vernieuwend is in zijn 
digitale en veelomvattende, historische karakter.

Al het onderzoek- en schrijfwerk is verricht door Tim Dowley. De car-
tografie is het werk van Nick Rowland, gevestigd in Cambridge. De pagina-
indeling en grafische vormgeving zijn uitgevoerd door Trevor Bounford van 
Bounford.com; de index en het register zijn samengesteld door Christopher 
Pipe van Watermark. Dr. Richard Snoddy van de London School of Theology 
heeft als academisch consultant een waardevolle bijdrage geleverd. 

Maart 2015

Voorw
oord
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I am bound by the 
Scriptures I have quoted 

and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of 

God. I cannot and I will 
not recant anything, since 
it is neither safe nor right 
to go against conscience. 

May God help me. 

mARTin LuTHeR
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Dias and da Gama
Meanwhile Portuguese sailors continued 
to press southward. The daring voyage of 
Bartolomeu Dias (c. 1451–1500), who in 
1488 rounded the Cape of Good Hope on 
the southern tip of Africa, disproved the 
long-held belief that India was inaccessible 
from the Atlantic Ocean. Finally in 1497 
Vasco da Gama (c. 1460s–1524), having 
rounded the Cape, continued along the coast 
of East Africa and with the help of a pilot 
sailed across the Indian Ocean, reaching 
Calicut in 1498.

The Portuguese capital, Lisbon, now 
became a major trading centre with the East. 
Another outstanding seaman, Afonso de 
Albuquerque (c. 1453–1515), laid the basis of 
empire, taking Goa in India in 1510, Malacca 
in 1511, and Hormuz on the Horn of Arabia 
in 1515. These conquests evolved into a 
network of strategic Portuguese trading ports 
rather than colonies, since the Portuguese 
had neither the men nor the resources 
required to establish a colonial empire. 
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China and India were vital to European trade in the Middle Ages. However the rise 
of the Ming dynasty (1368–1644) brought to an end Mongol control of China and 
southern Asia, closing off access to much of Asia for European merchants. At around 
the same time, the growth of Muslim power in the Middle East following the collapse 
of the Crusader kingdoms made land travel to India increasingly uncertain and 
hazardous. These changes helped stimulate sustained attempts by Europeans to reach 
India by sea.

In the fifteenth century, Portuguese 
and Spanish explorers made a series of 
exploratory voyages, later emulated by 
sailors from the maritime states of Genoa 
and Venice. In 1415, the Portuguese 
captured Ceuta, Morocco, and subsequently 
embarked on the progressive discovery of 
the West African coast. Iberian ships driven 
off these coasts discovered Atlantic islands 
such as Madeira, the Azores, and the Cape 
Verde Islands, which were then explored 
and colonized.

As Governor of the Order of Christ, 
the Portuguese Prince Henry the Navigator 
(1394–1460) funnelled much of this 
organization’s wealth into scientific, 
commercial, and religious expeditions, 
with the ultimate aim of circumnavigating 
Africa. In 1434 a ship dispatched by 
Prince Henry passed the much-feared 
Cape Bojador, at that time regarded as the 
boundary of the knowable world. Having 
rounded this cape after a decade of trying, 
Henry’s caravels reached the Senegal River 
in 1436 and Cape Blanc, at the southern 
limits of the Sahara Desert, in 1441. In 
1444 one of his captains landed the first 
boatload of African slaves in Portugal, an 
ominous precedent. Progressing gradually 
further south, Portuguese sailors rounded 
Cape Verde in 1445, reaching Sierra Leone 
in 1457, the Gold Coast in 1471, and the 
Congo River in 1482. In 1490 Portuguese 
explorers worked their way up the river and 
converted to Christianity the king of the 
Kongo Empire. 
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The Church of our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, 
 Goa, founded in 1540.
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Hutten, Sickingen made his Rhineland estate, 
the Ebernburg, into a refuge for Lutheran 
sympathizers and a centre for Lutheran 
propaganda. He gave shelter to the reformers 
Martin Bucer and Johannes Oecolampadius, 
and even offered refuge to Luther following 
the Diet of Worms.

While Charles V was away in Spain, 
Sickingen summoned a gathering of knights 
and declared war on the Archbishop of Trier, 

a prominent opponent of Luther. His assault 
failed and he retreated to his supposedly 
unassailable stronghold at Landstuhl, where 
he was defeated and killed by an alliance of 
three German princes. Following Sickingen’s 
defeat, Hutten fled to Basel, Switzerland.

The common refusal to pay church tithes 
during the revolt spread to the peasants and 
inspired them to refuse to pay the tithe – one 
of the factors that led to the Peasants’ Revolt.
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tensions of the time, it is not surprising that the Reformation soon became marked by 
violence and extremism. The German Knights’ War of 1522–23, in which members of 
the lower nobility – some of them strong supporters of Luther – rebelled against the 
authorities in south-west Germany, was quickly crushed.

As medieval society began to crumble, the 
lesser nobility of the German states found 
themselves squeezed between powerful 
forces they could neither control nor 
moderate. Many depended upon dwindling 
payments in kind from their lands, a shortage 
of income made more acute by the spiralling 
inflation that followed the discovery and 
plundering of the New World. The increased 
authority of kings, together with the power 
and wealth of some princes of the church, 
further jeopardized the status, and excited 
the envy, of the knightly class. Their self-
image had been flattered by the medieval 
code of chivalry and their role in the 
Crusades; now both their economic base and 
political power were declining rapidly.

Revolt
The knights rose in revolt under Franz 
von Sickingen (1481–1523) and Ulrich 
von Hutten (1488–1523). Both became 
adherents of the Lutheran cause, seeing in 
it an opportunity to recover the declining 
influence of the Christian nobility in 
the German nation. Sickingen, who 
had previously fought for the emperors 
Maximilian and Charles V, was sometimes 
called ‘the last knight’. With Hutten, he 
proposed the unification of German-
speaking lands and secularization of 
ecclesiastical principalities. Influenced by 

The Sickingen Heights, in the Palatinate, Germany,  
near von Sickingen’s town, Landstuhl.
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with a number of allied states. During the fifteenth century the Swiss had won military 
victories against Burgundy, Milan, and finally in 1499 the Emperor, and were de facto 
independent. In politics and religion each canton had a high degree of autonomy.

Reformation came to Zurich at the same 
time as Germany, but independently. Its 
theology was similar to Luther’s, except in the 
understanding of the Eucharist. By 1528 Bern, 
Basel (led by Johann Oecolampadius), St Gall, 
and Schaffhausen had also embraced Reform; 
shortly after this Guillaume Farel (1489–1565) 
introduced Reform in Neuchâtel and Geneva.

In 1524 the four traditionally 
conservative mountain cantons formed a 
Christian Union to resist Reform; in response 
the Zwinglians of Zurich and Constance 
formed their own Christian Alliance (1527), 
joined later by others. 

After Zwingli’s untimely death at the Battle 
of Kappel (1531), the leadership in Zurich 
passed to Heinrich Bullinger (1504–75), who 
produced the Consensus Tigurinus (1549), a 
lengthy essay on the Lord’s Supper co-authored 
with John Calvin, and the Second Helvetic 
Confession (1566), which brought together 
the German-speaking and French-speaking 
Reformation parties and was adopted by non-
Lutheran churches in Switzerland, Scotland, 
France, Poland, and Hungary. Bullinger’s 
importance in the Reformation has been 
widely underestimated: in England he was to 
become more influential than Calvin.

John Calvin set about establishing Geneva as a model Reformed city, which it duly 
became as a result of his activities and the Academy that he established in 1559 to 
train reformers for Western Europe, which became the University of Geneva. Geneva 
also became the print capital of Protestant Europe, with more than thirty presses 
publishing literature in a number of languages. Calvin’s systematized Protestantism, 
set out in his Institutes, quickly became the vehicle of Reformed Protestantism. John 
Knox, the Scots Protestant leader, called Geneva ‘the most perfect school of Christ’.

By 1555 Calvinism was spreading, but 
had not gained official acceptance apart 
from in Geneva and the tiny kingdom of 
Navarre, on the French side of the Pyrenees. 
Calvinism took early root in many places 
where Waldensian churches had previously 
been active.

The most promising area for the growth 
of Calvinism was France, Calvin’s homeland. 
Many French Protestants came to Geneva 
to train before carrying Calvin’s theology 
home. In 1559 the Geneva Academy had 162 
students; by 1564 more than 1500, mostly 
foreign. The first Huguenot (Reformed) 
ministers arrived in France in 1553; by the 
time of Calvin’s death it is estimated some 
two million French people professed the 
Reformed faith. 

Calvinism also spread early to the 
Netherlands. Reform ministers first 
arrived in the 1550s and were supported 
by Protestant Huguenot preachers fleeing 
France. They made slow progress at first 
because they were fiercely opposed by the 
authorities. Calvinism was initially strongest 
in Antwerp, Ghent, and areas near Germany, 
from which it gradually spread northwards. 

Calvinism was not even recognized as an 
option by the German princes in the Peace of 
Augsburg (1555), and was generally regarded 
with suspicion by the ruling elite. It first 
entered Germany via the Netherlands in the 
1560s, developing into a popular movement 

Calvinism
 Spreads

The Reformation Wall, Geneva: (left to right) Guillaume Farel, 
Jean Calvin, Theodore Beza, John Knox.
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native population and Emperor Charles 
V attempted to protect their rights, the 
colonists ignored the rules laid down by 
the distant government. In view of the 
appalling way in which they were treated, 
it is surprising many Native Americans did 
convert to Christianity: it was claimed more 
than one million were baptized between 
1524 and 1531. However, clearly enthusiastic 
missionaries overestimated their success. 
Moreover conversion was often superficial; 
many ‘converts’ had minimal understanding 
of their new faith. Frequently the result was 
syncretism, with pre-Christian practices 
and beliefs surviving and mingling with 
Christian tradition.

Generally the Spanish treated the natives 
as inferior, and although in 1536 one bishop 
founded a college to train native priests near 
Mexico City, the Spanish laity repudiated the 
concept of native clergy. A few Spanish priests 
protested, best known of whom was Bartolomé 
de Las Casas (1484–1566), whose father had 
sailed with Columbus on his second voyage. 
De Las Casas became convinced the current 
treatment of Native Americans was evil and 

contrary to Christian teaching, and from 
1514 he spent his life campaigning for their 
rights. He worked tirelessly in Spain and the 
Spanish colonies to improve conditions for 
Native Americans, often encountering fierce 
opposition. A few other priests and laymen 
also came to the natives’ defence.

jesuit missions
As they went to America, Africa, and Asia 
in search of converts, Jesuit priests often 
travelled in Spanish and Portuguese ships 
in search of new colonies and new riches. 
They endowed their converts with their 
own enthusiastic brand of Catholicism. 
The Jesuits played a leading role in the 
conversion of Brazil and Paraguay, and, 
with the Dominicans, Franciscans, and 
Augustinians, led the Church of Rome in a 
period of rapid overseas expansion between 
1550 and 1650. Almost all of Mexico, Central 
and South America, along with a large part 
of the population of the Philippines, became 
adherents of the Roman Catholic Church by 
these means at this time.
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The Jesuits introduced a controversial method of protecting Native Americans from 
exploitation. Between 1583 and 1605 they created a system of self-sufficient native 
reservations that offered a settlement and refuge for the Guarani Indians of Paraguay 
and Brazil who had been enslaved by the Spanish colonists. Although colonists 
opposed this policy, Philip III of Spain aided the Jesuits by means of subsidies and 
legal measures. This venture later became so successful that the Spanish government 
no longer needed to subsidize it.

The Jesuits set up around thirty of these 
reservations, known as ‘Reductions’, which 
included hospitals, schools, and provision 
for entertainment and work. Sites for these 
Reductions were chosen for their healthy 
climate and proximity to water, and planned 

on a square pattern with the church at the 
centre. Residents led a rather regimented life, 
separated from the ‘corruption’ of the wider 
society, in a system that has been criticized 
for its paternalism and regimentation.

Jesuit Reductions

Statue of Francisco 
Pizarro, Trujillo, 
Caceres, Spain.
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De Reformatie in kaart

Niet alleen het ‘wanneer’, 
maar juist ook het ‘waar’ 

geeft inzicht in onze 
geschiedenis.

Een kaart doet meer dan in beeld brengen; een kaart 
onthult betekenis. Een kaart verbindt hier met daar, 

en werpt een nieuw licht op begrippen waarvan je 
niet wist dat ze verband met elkaar hebben.

Reif Larsen
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Tussen 1350 en 1650 ging de kerk in West-Europa door een proces van bestuurlijke, ethische en 
dogmatische hervormingen die ons continent wezenlijk veranderd hebben. Dit proces ging gepaard 
met conflicten tussen aanhangers van de middeleeuwse kerk en gelovigen die ervan overtuigd 
waren dat ingrijpende vernieuwing noodzakelijk was. Daarbij ontstond er onenigheid over de 
wijzen waarop deze hervormingen tot stand zouden moeten komen en tussen de aanhangers van 
verschillende godsdiensten.

Dit boek toont in 60 kaarten hoe de beweging van de reformatie opkwam en zich daarna in Europa 
voltrok, met alle impact op de rest van de wereld. Naast heldere, bondige teksten ter toelichting, geeft 
een complete tijdlijn van 1302 tot 1689 een handig chronologisch overzicht van gebeurtenissen.
Een onmisbaar hulpmiddel bij het bestuderen van oorsprong, achtergrond, opkomst en verspreiding 
van de protestantse en katholieke reformatie, en de reacties erop. 
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